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Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

The references listed in the attached form PTO-1449 are cited pursuant 
to Rule 37 C.F.R. 1.56 to meet the duty to disclose to the Patent Office all 
information known to the inventor, attorney or any other person who is substantively 
involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application or who is associated 
with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to 
assign the application. 

The information may include: 

(1) Prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart application, and 

(2) The closest information over which individuals associated 
with the filing or prosecution of the patent application believe any pending claim 
patentably defines. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 this Information Disclosure Statement 

includes: 

(1) A list of all patents, publications or other information 
submitted for consideration by the Office, and 



Application Serial No. 10/659,137 
Date May 1 3, 2004 


Page 2 of 2 


(2) A legible copy of each U.S. and foreign patent, each 


publication or that portion which caused it to be listed, and all other information or 
that portion which caused it to be listed, except that no copy of a U.S. patent 
application is included. 


document, or portion thereof, is within the possession, custody or control of, or is 
readily available to any individual designated in § 1.56(c), a copy of the translation 
accompanies this Statement. 

These references constitute all the information of which the individuals 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) are currently aware. 

A copy of each cited reference is enclosed. Also enclosed is a copy of 
the International Search Report dated April 20, 2004 from the corresponding PCT 
application. 
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